
CO-SPONSOR: RIO RANCHO POLICE
DEPARTMENT

COURSE OVERVIEW
This course provides thorough training for law enforcement
professionals in death investigations and homicides, covering crime
scene analysis, forensic technology, DNA evidence collection, and
social media preservation. Participants gain practical skills through
exercises and case studies, and receive valuable resources such as a
crime scene checklist and the FBI's Forensics Handbook.

WAYNE SHEPPARD
Instructor

QUESTIONS?
www.PATC.com
1-800-369-0119

DEATH AND HOMICIDE
INVESTIGATION

MARCH 2-6, 2026
$625

TRAINING COST

Hilton Garden Inn
1771 Rio Rancho Blvd. 
Rio Rancho, NM 87124
Phone: 505-896-1111
Contact Hotel for State Govt. Rate

Rio Rancho Police Department
TRAINING LOCATION HOTEL ACCOMM0DATIONS

500 Quantum Road NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Register at www. PATC.com or click here to view more course
information and register.

https://publicagencytrainingcouncil.arlo.co/w/seminars/103-death-and-homicide-investigation/968
https://publicagencytrainingcouncil.arlo.co/w/courses/103-death-and-homicide-investigation/1282
https://publicagencytrainingcouncil.arlo.co/w/seminars/103-death-and-homicide-investigation/1468
https://publicagencytrainingcouncil.arlo.co/w/seminars/380-the-basics-of-fire-investigation-tested-training


 
Death and Homicide: A Multifaceted Approach to Solving Violent

Crime Incidents Through the Application of the Behavioral Analysis
Process 

Instructor: Wayne Sheppard 

 

Law enforcement officers, when assigned to investigate violent crime incidents are placed in a position of
responsibility that quite frankly, failure is not an accepted option. Within the rank and file of the agency, to
society at large, persons place demands upon officers to solve crimes as quickly as possible. Fair or unfair as
it may be, it is a reality that each officer senses and thus compels him or her to produce results. However, as
with any discipline, when human resources are rushed, regardless of the endeavor, mistakes are made.
Things are overlooked. To reiterate, when a person is physically assaulted, or worst human life itself is taken
through violence failure is not an option. People who victimize other must be held accountable for crimes
committed and the criminal justice system is the government arm that must provide the resources necessary
to bring justice to bear. 

 Wayne Sheppard assists local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies in areas such as violent 
crime analysis, case consultations and investigative assistance as requested by law enforcement in the 
United States and abroad. Additionally, he provides training in violent crime analysis, crime scene 
assessments, the design of law enforcement policies and procedures, the development of regional 
response plans, and other efforts aimed at enhancing an agency’s overall investigative response to violent 
crime incidents, missing, abducted and exploited children incidents. 

He is an international lecturer on behavioral crime scene assessments and murder and rape typologies 
and has conducted research in the areas of serial homicide and child homicides. Mr. Sheppard is a retired
member of the Pennsylvania State Police where he held a number of investigative and supervisory positions.
Prior to his retirement, he was the supervisor of the Criminal Investigation Assessment Unit, where he was
responsible for the investigation and coordination of psychosexual homicide, serial rape, and other
behaviorally based crimes occurring in Pennsylvania, also, the supervisor of the Missing Persons Unit where
he provided investigative assistance for law enforcement in missing and sexually exploited children cases,
and the Amber Alert Coordinator where he created and implemented the Pennsylvania Amber Alert Program
for Pennsylvania. He has also addressed professionals representing the disciplines of law enforcement,
corrections, social work, probation and parole, medicine, law, television, radio and academia on a national and
international basis. 

He is the recipient of numerous awards both nationally and internationally for his support and expertise in 
violent crime and child exploitation investigations. 

Mr. Sheppard is a member of the Vidocq Society, a group comprised of experts from various disciplines 
across the country that provide pro bono services in the investigation and analysis of unsolved violent 
crimes occurring in the United States. 

He is the past Vice-President of the Pennsylvania Homicide Investigators Association, Virginia Homicide 
Investigators Association, and past board member of the Attorney General’s Legal/Medical Advisory 
Board on Elder Abuse. 

Course Objectives: 



 Course Overview: 

In response to the realities set forth in the Statement of Fact, what can or should be done to ensure case 
resolution. Moreover, what if anything can be done to eliminate, or at the very least mitigate the potential 
for error. The answer is to provide for and establish the framework of a multifaceted investigative 
approach. From the initial response through litigation, each facet will be covered in this course of 
instruction so that an all-encompassing and most intrusive investigative approach can be carried out. To 
that end participants will be taking part in work groups to identify and establish investigative resources that 
are foundational to the investigative process. After establishing the foundation of the investigative 
framework, the course will segue to the application of behavioral analysis of violent crime as part of the 
investigative process. 

Incidents of violence are replete with behavior, inclusive of aberrant sexual behavior, between the victims 
and offenders. Understanding those demonstrated behaviors by officers tasked with investigating such 
incidents are of great value in the effort to solve such incidents. Therefore, through an interactive 
classroom setting, participants will learn the value of applying behavioral science with forensic science in 
order to enhance their understanding of why the violence occurred and thus greatly increase the 
solvability rate of such incidents. To accomplish this, participants will be exposed to a myriad of topics 
with an emphasis on understanding the motivating factors of offenders. Additionally, utilizing actual cases, 
participants will be instructed on how to conduct crime scene assessments and then apply that knowledge 
to violent crime incidents. 

The 5-day course of instruction will culminate with a case practicum in order for the participants to 
demonstrate their newly acquired proficiency. 

Topics Covered: 
1. Multidisciplinary Team Approach - Identifying the Need for Standardization 
2. Forensic Science and Behavioral Science - Unity of Approach 
3. Historical Perspective on Behavioral Analysis of Violent Crime 
4. Research Methodology of Violent Crime Offenders 
5. Criminal Investigative Assessment Process 
6. Application of Victimology 
7. Utility of Victim and Suspect Checklists 
8. Identification of Personality Traits of Offenders 
9. Formulation of Investigative, Interview and Trial Strategies 
10. Understanding Reflective Crime Scenes 
11. Assessing Violent Crime in Segments 
12. Offender Dichotomies 
13. Sexual Deviancy 
14. Role of Fantasy in Violent Crime 
15. Offender Typologies 
16. Prosecutorial Considerations 
17. Defense Issues 
18. Equivocal Death Investigations 
19. Paralogical Reasoning 
20. Behaviorally Based Interviewing 
21. Case Studies 
22. Case Practicums 



8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.

9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

10:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.

2:15 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Multidisciplinary Team Approach - Identifying the Need for
Standardization 

BREAK

Team and Resource Building- Key to Successful Investigations

BREAK

Policy and Procedures- Identifying the Need for Standardization

LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN)

Forensic Science and Behavioral Science- Unity of Approach

BREAK

Evidence Collection and Blood Stain Analysis

Day 1 

Day 2 

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.

9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.

10:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.

2:15 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.

3:15 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Behavioral Analysis of Violent Crime- Historical Perspective

BREAK

Research Methodology of Violent Crime Offenders

BREAK

Criminal Investigative Assessment Process Application to Violent Crime

LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN)

Victimology- Enhancing Solvability Factors

BREAK

Utility of Victim and Suspect Checklist

BREAK

Crime Scene Dynamics- Reflective in Nature



Day 3

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.

9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.

10:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.

2:15 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.

3:15 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Formulation of Investigative, Interview and Trial Strategies

BREAK

Incremental Assessment of Violent Crime Scenes

BREAK

Timeline Development and Documentation

LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN)

Prosecutorial and Defense Considerations

BREAK

Role of Fantasy in Violent Crime

BREAK

Offender Dichotomies

Day 4

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.

9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.

10:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.

2:15 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.

3:15 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Offender Typologies

BREAK

Offender Typologies

BREAK

Offender Typologies

LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN)

Offender Typologies

BREAK

Offender Crime Scene Assessments

BREAK

Offender Crime Scene Assessments



Day 5

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.

9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.

10:15 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

11:30 p.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Equivocal Death Investigations

BREAK

Case Assessment Exercise- Demonstration of Acquired Proficiency

BREAK

Case Assessment Exercise- Demonstration of Acquired Proficiency

Course Conclusion


